WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
SUBMISSIVENESS
“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”

Of all the attitudes of heart which God requires of us, there is none more objectionable to the world than submissiveness. Yet in God's sight it is a most precious possession. (Jas.4:6-10) This heart attitude, more so than any other, exalts God to his proper position in our lives (Ps.18:46, 118:28, 99:9, Ex.15:1-2), and contrary to what the world may say, this approach to God turns out to be a real blessing to us. (Luk.14:7-11 & 18:9-14, 1Pet.5:6)

But of course if we try to confine this attitude to our relationship with God and don’t extend it to those over us in the Lord (1Pet.5:5a), and in a modified version, to all true believers, counting them better than ourselves (Eph.5:21, Phil.2:3), then we will fail, not only in our relationship with others, but find ourselves in rebellion against God himself, because whatever we do to each other we do to him. (Matt.25:40)

Because this attitude is so precious to him, and so objectionable to the world, we find ourselves under continual bombardment to reject submissiveness, and embrace self-assertiveness, aggressiveness and self-interest. We are constantly confronted with this supposed liberation, in every form; the ideal of standing up for our own rights and the rejecting of authority. Our only real defense against these constant attacks is to take refuge in, and submit to, the Word of God.  Here and here alone, we find the truth that never changes. (Ps.119:89, Heb.13:8) The truth that brings a peace (Jh.16:33) unlike any the world can give and which the world cannot take from us, unless we allow it to. (Jh.14:27)
The world promises mankind great pleasures, and fun times, if they throw off restraint and accept its values. And what it offers can, for a time, make people feel good. Drink, drugs, free sex, financial success, business accomplishments, sport and athletic achievements, all have their rewards, and there can be no denying that. But while drink and drugs can make one feel good for a time, this is followed by the hangover, the awful addic​tions, and the monetary costs, to say nothing of the emotional, marital and family costs.

One would have to be a fool to deny the enormous pleasure that can be derived from what the world calls 'good sex'; using the right techniques, and its methods of stimu​lation. And one would also be a fool to deny the pleasures attached to the 'conquest' syndrome, especially in the male of the species, and it would appear this is increasingly so among females also. Yet, like everything else that the world, the flesh and the devil offer, there is an enormous price tag: venereal disease, aids, marital and family problems, emotional upheavals and breakdowns, etc.

Financial and business success can greatly boost one's ego, but as so many have found, these accomplishments can be so hollow, and can also carry a very high price tag, partic​ularly in the area of family and marriage, not to mention health. Sport and athletics need very little comment. It should be obvious that very few indeed make it to the top. Success can be so short lived; injuries and ill health can easily finish one's dreams.

But in submitting to God's goals, values and ideals, revealed in his Word, there is contentment (1Tim.6:6), joy (Jh.15:9-10), peace (Jh.14:27), security (1Jh.2:28 & 5:14-15, Ps.145:18), and fulfillment. (Ps.145:19 & 37:4) There is hope (2Thess.2:16), an eternal future (Jh.5:24), and pleasures for evermore. (Ps.16:11) Most importantly, all of this comes with no hidden price tags or enslavements; just the leaving behind of all that brings lasting grief.
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